
“Doomed … to eat the bread of
dependency”?: Insuring the middle-class
against hard times

It is only when middle-class hopes and fears meet the realities of a modern
economy that a fuller picture of this class’s experience can emerge.

Dishonest Clerks and the Culture of
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Capitalism

What’s old is new again

The Prospect and Challenges of
Rewriting the History of the American
Revolution
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The past is often portrayed in ways that celebrate the victors, and we are all
familiar with versions of history that function as propaganda for those who
hold power.

Salem Repossessed

https://commonplace.online/article/salem-repossessed/


“[T]he full hall at the Virginia Theatre snickered every time God, the Devil,
or magic was mentioned. For a New York theater-going audience the notion that
such ideas could carry intellectual and emotional weight seemed ludicrous.”

An Outlaw and Her Ghost Writer: Enigmas
of female celebrity in early America
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Mary Clark Carr, it turns out, is even more interesting than Ann Carson. Anyone
with a gun and a few friends can kidnap a governor, but how many women in the
early republic had the talent, initiative, and opportunity to earn their living
by writing?

Introduction: Special Issue on Money

This Article is Presented as part of the Special Issue: Money

Value means nothing unless it is translated into “real” money. And yet real
money is no stable store of value.

Have You Heard the News About the
Silver Fleet?
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This Article is Presented as part of the Special Issue: Money

Huge crowds in The Hague, Leiden, Haarlem, and Amsterdam welcomed Piet Hein as
a hero. His valor appealed to the imagination of many young men, especially
orphans, who broke off their vocational training to sign up as sailors with the
WIC.

Paper Money Gets Personal
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Presented as part of the Special Issue: Money

Advocates of paper money did not deny its risks, but they also saw it as a
resource that could expand the money supply and, in so doing, facilitate
exchange and stimulate enterprise.

“A Bank on Parnassus”
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Presented as part of the Special Issue: Money

Whom did state banks, which were primarily privately owned and operated, really
represent? What did banknotes, whose value rested largely on trust, likewise
represent?

Bookkeeping as Ideology
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Presented as part of the Special Issue: Money

Nineteenth-century capitalists were frantic system builders, not because of any
innate personality trait or some vague ethical imperative handed down by the
Protestant Reformation, but because they had destroyed the existing foundations
of social order in their rise to power.


