The Undigested History of the Nantucket

Atheneum

“Do [these pamphlets] represent what the Atheneum’s generous donors perceived
as important materials of the day, things that any major cultural repository
should hold?”

My Dinner with GW

- VTR R FPYY P N L = A EEVE R ARV
e il g R Ty %

_h“§:¥5ﬂqq1u;ar Y % IIEW'UHLEHHﬁ'?ﬁF

“As the war with Iraq loomed through the 2002-03 school year, we heard echoes
from conflicts throughout U.S. history.”


https://commonplace.online/article/the-undigested-history-of-the-nantucket-atheneum/
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History Made from Stories Found

Historical inquiry may often be blocked by the prior agenda of the historian.

Beyond Baked Beans



https://commonplace.online/article/history-made-from-stories-found/
https://commonplace.online/article/beyond-baked-beans/
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THE STORY OF
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KEITH STAVELY €& KATHLEEN FITZGERALD

The most significant accomplishment of America’s Founding Food is the truly
impressive collection of lively and illuminating primary-source accounts.

Enduring Independence



https://commonplace.online/article/enduring-independence/

REVOLUTIONARY

MOTHERS

WOMEN v st STRUGGI if"l"'
AMERICA'S INDEPENDENCE

CAROL BERKIN

In place of powdered wigs and radical ideals, Berkin shows us bloody legs and
dirty shirts.

“They Had Faces Then”



https://commonplace.online/article/they-had-faces-then/
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Among artists and craftsman, Lovell notes how kinship and patronage were often
closely aligned.

Olympia’s Gaze



https://commonplace.online/article/olympias-gaze/




Presented as part of the special issue “Early Cities of the Americas.”

“Taken together, Paris and Amsterdam throw into bold relief the radical nature
of the nineteenth-century city.”

The Asylum as a Literary Institution

Presented as part of the Special Literature Issue

What then can the history of the asylum tell us about meanings and forms of
liberal culture?


https://commonplace.online/article/asylum-literary-institution/

Borderlands Bondage



https://commonplace.online/article/borderlands-bondage/
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“Alongside horses and sheep, captives moved throughout the borderlands
economies.”

France in America — La France en
Amérique

=or——u|
e | Ul | e B |

wErance « Amérd
France in IIAi'fl:ﬂuﬂ1'1v|'.'m

Trésentadlon du proproses:

Albscest the Project

Coaveived i priteniin wis Frsce's sateod Ebasy, B Clengn e2 puniniie pvec b BidoSiges msnrals de Prane, Ls Franor
bbb sefnrdie de Prasor, Froacy in Amerioa iFrascs ¢n Amielpss I Francr n domirica o wac bblodbus reméras blkipas de e
devatviguar bn bl pral dygsial | Brasy made avalatlo by Likbvary Hbluihioes da Congris, Bl qaplong Mhisdodog &0 la prdsmes frangals oo
oof Clongaran. I enpliies O Risavy ol Be Pretch posines b8 Nom Mhh’m&nmjﬁqd&mﬁmlvkuﬂklhfdmllIi
Armerisn Do e Ok dosuin of B DO centery bl onl of e
i eorzery

Theeugh diroet gl scces m oompioie books, mup, print, s
ortWT SRR Irom i colemioss lodm;q-—a:rhlnr\: e

B dorcann sty drooerment, way forse s o dine et lodpradid, &
dhe rgxmboran SOCHITCHES - KT ATy, ST, CRACE, TR, O -
Rrnaeads S5 KL oGm0 S0k 403 HIOSNGU L POTTATT S 6
PRI SR GOUN MR s e neSsas enere B Frasge o

P mdrigie da Moed & 1 olle Eajeus oad pur b Frasce diss Penphoration & b
colithiation da condnes!, w justipeten b pliloun dwitemmi qul oo saaqod
Amrsbbrerrmr Thianke des Picsd s d i Bossvsnde o 4 NV dbcle - da

mummuL.ﬁdmummmu;MH
e exploration s sesficent of e tonine=t and s parsicipation in
seurraleurrs mbich indebhibe marked the hisires of e, 1 ned

The Common-place Web Library reviews and lists online resources and Websites
likely to be of interest to our viewers. Each quarterly issue will feature one
or more brief site reviews. The library itself will be an ongoing enterprise
with regular new additions and amendments. So we encourage you to check it
frequently. At the moment, the library is small, but with your help we expect
it to grow rapidly. If you have suggestions for the Web Library, or for site
reviews, please forward them to the Administrative Editor.

France in America-La France en Amérique
g8

Library of Congress and Bibliotheque nationale de France

http://memory.loc.gov/intldl/fiahtml/fiahome.html

The result of a joint venture between the Library of Congress and the
Bibliotheque nationale de France, this fully bilingual digital project
documents the role of France in American history from the colonial era through
the nineteenth century. The site is part of the Library of Congress’s “Global
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Gateway” initiative in collaborative digital ventures with other national
archives, currently involving libraries in Spain, Brazil, Russia, and the
Netherlands.

“France in America” has two phases. The first, now online, covers the history
of New France, French involvement in exploring and colonizing a North American
empire, and the French role in events “which indelibly marked the history of
the United States: the French and Indian War, the American Revolution, and the
Louisiana Purchase.” A second phase, to be developed over the course of 2006,
will focus on nineteenth-century relations between the two countries, with an
emphasis on “trade, immigration, scientific exchange, and literature and the
arts.”

The material is organized into several themes, such as “Exploration and
Knowledge,” “Imperial Struggles,” and “Franco-Indian Alliances.” Each section
has links to illustrative documents, including complete books and prints.
Clicking on “Alliances,” for example, and going to the subheading of “To
‘Civilize’ and Convert” reveals a contextual introduction and two primary
sources, including Jesuit missionary Paul Le Jeune’s 342-page Relation for the
year 1634. Documents relating to mixed-race unions, or métissage, appear under
the “Cohabitation” heading. There is also a chronological table, neatly
organized into events in France and events in America, the latter of which are
further subdivided according to explorations, colonization, and conflicts and
diplomacy.

Explanatory materials and helpful links for online research abound. There are
descriptive maps—easily understandable maps, like those found in textbooks,
which delineate political boundaries and main Indian groups—as well as
contemporary maps generated by explorers and cartographers. Under “About the
site,” visitors can find recommendations for further reading as well as a
valuable list of links. These include one to a fully searchable English
translation of the multivolume Jesuit Relations.

The project directors also recommend two other important sites “dedicated to
the shared history of France and North America”: the French Ministry of
Culture’s “La Louisiane francaise, 1682-1803" and a collaborative French-
Canadian site, “Nouvelle-France, horizons nouveau”. Both are visually
appealing, with attractive flash elements involving maps, abundant primary-
source materials, and images; the French-Canadian site is bilingual.

A visitor to “France in America” will be impressed by a key aspect of the
institutional partnership: access to huge collections. In the introductory
information regarding the French companion site, “La France en Amérique”, the
reader learns that Gallica, the Website of the Bibliotheque nationale, has “76
thousand digitized texts and 80 thousand images to date.”

Clearly, the bicentennial commemorations of the Louisiana Purchase and the
Lewis and Clark voyage have contributed to renewed interest in the history of
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Franco-American relations. For researchers, students, and anyone else inclined
to pursue that interest, “France in America” is an excellent place to start.

This article originally appeared in issue 6.2 (January, 2006).




