American Originals

“Boni did not seek to replace titles, but to induce librarians to supplement
their collections with cabinets full of some of the world’s greatest and rarest
works—and, of course, the patented machines necessary to read them.”

Can This Museum Be Saved?



https://commonplace.online/article/american-originals/
https://commonplace.online/article/can-museum-saved/

“Given its unique origins and historical identity, the Smithsonian would seem
to deserve protection not just from private exploitation but also from the
rigid ideological prescriptions of some of its would-be defenders.”

Go West, Sensitive New-Age Guy



https://commonplace.online/article/go-west-sensitive-new-age-guy/

A mere four hundred British families applied to live for three months in
London’s retrofitted 1900 House, but nearly ten times as many Americans are

seeking to live for twice as long in the far more physically grueling Frontier
House.

Exposed to Air after Fifty Years!



https://commonplace.online/article/exposed-to-air-after-fifty-years/

“The time had come to liberate the parchment after fifty years, a step fraught
with uncertainties and concerns.”

#RememberTheladies: Teaching the
Correspondence of John and Abigail
Adams in the Age of Social Media



https://commonplace.online/article/remembertheladies/
https://commonplace.online/article/remembertheladies/
https://commonplace.online/article/remembertheladies/
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Translating John and Abigail’s correspondence into contemporary social media
posts prompted students to look outward and consider the continuities and
discontinuities between past and present social media.

Editors’ Introduction



https://commonplace.online/article/editors-introduction-2/




This roundtable is part of an ongoing series devoted to “First Person”
experiences with early American culture.

Pacific Travelers: The islanders who
voyaged with Cook

Presented as part of the Special Issue: Pacific Routes

They steered southward towards New Zealand, to try to determine if it was the
northern tip of a great southern continent.

Pint-Sized Historians at the
Revolutionary Town Meeting



https://commonplace.online/article/pacific-travelers-the-islanders-who-voyaged-with-cook/
https://commonplace.online/article/pacific-travelers-the-islanders-who-voyaged-with-cook/
https://commonplace.online/article/pint-sized-historians-at-the-revolutionary-town-meeting/
https://commonplace.online/article/pint-sized-historians-at-the-revolutionary-town-meeting/

I, Anna Green Winslow a Boston Schoolgir! in 1771, are in favor of
signing the Declaration of Independence. If only I could! I know what you
are thinking, "Why she is nothing but a mere girl, she need not have an
opinion!" However you are wrong! You may also be thinking, "It is
disrespectful to disobey an elder and their beliefs" You are wrong again.
Although my father is a British of ficial, I believe T have my own rights to be
free and believe what T want. I am a patriot, Now you may be wondering how
I am going to tell my father this news? I authored my own Declaration along
with a letter in which T wrote "As I am a daughter of liberty, I chose fo
wear as much of my own manufactory as possible” He, my father, and that
monster king of ours charged many taxes, some on clothing. So I joined a
patriotic sewing circle in order to avoid taxes placed on the cloth imparted
from Britain. Let us be free of those unfair taxes!

Sign the Declaration of Independence!

Simple, yet significant teaching moves can result in students who can make
informed decisions, who can develop reasoned arguments, and who can engage in
problem solving.

Introduction: A Worm’s Eye View

5::': Francisco ; 'Dut'ntcﬂCit}r
: Ch'usou o Boston
o  alt Lake City Philadclphia O New Amsterdam

Los Angeles e I o Baltimore
Santa Fe? ;: o “:I‘E'g:l““ﬁ‘m
New Orleans
=]
Mexico City Havana

Paramanba

COMMONPLACE |  oLim

THE CITY ISSUE Potosi

Presented as part of the special issue “Early Cities of the Americas.”


https://commonplace.online/article/introduction-a-worms-eye-view/

“[0]Jur authors have consciously adopted an untraditional approach to urban
history, illustrating the social, legal, and political workings of these young
urban societies by writing about a particular incident, a place, an encounter,
a person, or a group of urban people.”

North American Monetary Union?

HON. FRANCIS HINCKS

Presented as part of the Special Issue: Money

As we find ourselves in a new era of North American free trade, will history
repeat itself?


https://commonplace.online/article/north-american-monetary-union/

