
Rediscovering Lewis and Clark

“What the journals provide, then, is access to any number of subjects–gender,
race, exploration, the self, humans and nature–for which they have been only
lightly used.”

Research as Relationship
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“[T]he historian doing this sort of research must learn how to build
relationships and earn the trust of people–usually historical society
volunteers–who might be skeptical of outsiders and inclined to protect their
cherished local history from professional revisionists intent on rewriting it.”

Liten up

“Did the family-owned San Antonio printing company really print the paper money
that helped finance the Mexican Revolution, as the current owner has heard
rumored? Is the salty old New Englander right when he says that the whaling
ship his grandfather skippered out of New Bedford sheltered escaped slaves
among its crew?”

https://commonplace.online/article/liten-up/


Terms of Dismemberment

“Would-be conquerors might hold up animal brain cases as signs of their
authority, but other observers interpreted the disembodied icons according to
their own assumptions about power.”

Coffee and the Baroque Noir Novel
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“Why do coffee and business seem to go together so naturally?”

Alcoholic License

https://commonplace.online/article/alcoholic-license/


“Taverns were far more numerous than any other type of architectural space
besides dwellings.”

Getting Beyond “Who Done It”
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“[S]eventeenth-century Protestants believed that the spirit of a dead person
might appear in order to draw attention to “an injustice that might not be
detected by other means’.”

The Enduring Emerson
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“Emerson celebrated the creative originality of each new generation and warned
his readers and listeners against undue reverence for ‘the sepulchers of the
fathers.'”

A Story So Immense

https://commonplace.online/article/a-story-so-immense/




“Kukla situates the purchase in the context of a fragile American union,
impetuous western settlers, and calculating New England politicians.”

Talk of the Future

This issue marks our last as the editors of Common-place. We founded the
magazine five years ago in an effort to create a common place for historians,
curators, archivists, journalists, and history buffs to share what they know
about early America, and to teach each other to ask new questions. In that
spirit, we’ve been proud to publish some exciting new voices, along with
unusual contributions from luminaries in the field.

We know that the community of readers and writers that has coalesced
around Common-place will thrive under the leadership of our successor editor,
Edward G. Gray. Gray, a wonderfully creative historian of early American
history and culture, is associate professor of history at Florida State
University. And he has been a vital part of this publication since its
inception, serving as an editorial board member and a column editor. From the
very first issue his energy and creativity have made our Reviews section run
and read smoothly. Now he’ll bring those same talents to bear at the top of the
masthead. Our next issue, a special themed number on the early Pacific that
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will appear in January, will mark Ed’s debut (along with guest editor Alan
Taylor). 

This new editorial leadership at Common-place comes with other exciting changes
as well. The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History, a longtime patron of
the publication, has withdrawn from the governance of Common-place but will
contribute financially to the journal during this transition year. Florida
State University, Ed Gray’s home institution, will now join the American
Antiquarian Society as a nongoverning partner for the next four years,
coincident with Ed’s term as editor. FSU will contribute important things to
our enterprise, including course release time for the editor, graduate
assistantships devoted to the publication, and technical support. The AAS, of
course, will maintain its financial support as well. 

Thanks to all of you, it’s been a joy to see Common-place grow and prosper over
the last half decade. Now we look forward to joining you as readers in this
common place.

 

This article originally appeared in issue 5.1 (October, 2004).

 


