
Hillary Clinton’s “Experience”: A
Double-Edged Sword

Hillary Clinton’s opponents really need to hold her to her claims about her
experience, and make sure she owns up to the Clinton administration policies,
and other stuff, that she really was instrumental in putting forward. For
instance, we have some new evidence for what I said earlier about NAFTA:

First lady records show Clinton promoted NAFTA

WASHINGTON (Reuters) – Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton now
argues that the North American Free Trade Agreement needs to be renegotiated,
but newly released records showed Wednesday she promoted its passage.

The National Archives and the Clinton presidential library jointly released
more than 11,000 pages of Clinton’s daily schedule as first lady from 1993 to
2001.
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The release came in response to charges that she is overly secretive, and also
allowed her campaign to promote her argument that she gained valuable White
House experience during her years as first lady.

Clinton and Obama are battling to win Pennsylvania on April 22, the next
contest in a closely fought campaign for the Democratic presidential nomination
to face Republican John McCain in the November election.

The documents clearly indicated that Clinton had a powerful role at the White
House, frequently meeting foreign leaders and presiding over meetings. . . .

Read the rest here.

 

This article originally appeared in issue 8.3 (April, 2008).

Jeffrey L. Pasley is associate professor of history at the University of
Missouri and the author of “The Tyranny of Printers”: Newspaper Politics in the
Early American Republic (2001), along with numerous articles and book chapters,
most recently the entry on Philip Freneau in Greil Marcus’s forthcoming New
Literary History of America. He is currently completing a book on the
presidential election of 1796 for the University Press of Kansas and also
writes the blog Publick Occurrences 2.0 for some Website called Common-place.

The Refugee’s Revenge
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“Who was Mercy Lewis, and why did she hate George Burroughs?”

Genealogy and History

“As the Internet continues to enable and encourage possibilities for
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professional-nonprofessional collaboration, the historian and genealogist may
find that the gulf between them has been bridged–almost in spite of
themselves.”

The Hungry Eye, Episode 4

“It was fear that he needed to cultivate, a necessary ingredient that had to be
constantly attended to, like the feeding and grooming of the beauteous beasts
in his kennel.”

Historians and “Memory”
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“Memory is often owned, history interpreted. Memory is passed down through
generations; history is revised.”

Habeas Corpus?
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“The result is that often promised but rarely achieved object: an
interdisciplinary project with contributions from scholars of history, art
history, the history of science, and literature.”

Who’s A Real Indian?
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“Wyss contends that scholars of early American literature have let their
notions of what constitutes an “‘authentic’ Native voice” deafen them to the
many writings by Christian Indians before . . . the early nineteenth century.”

Taking it Personally
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“Freeman convincingly demonstrates that the Founding Fathers of the United
States not only hearkened to Old World notions like ‘rank,’ ‘character,’ and
‘fame’; they daily lived them.”

The Imperial Virus
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“In the period of initial contacts with Europeans, Native Americans lacked any
exposure at all to Variola; when it arrived in a given locality, virtually the
entire population was likely to be infected . . . “

Portals to the Past
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“How do students who have never produced original research papers begin to
write about aspects of an important historical figure whose accomplishments
have been mostly forgotten over time?”


