
“Unquestionably the Choicest Collection
of Books in the U.S.”: The 1815 Sale of
Thomas Jefferson’s Library to the
Nation

Jefferson used the library he sold to Congress as a self-fashioning project to
shape his legacy and the way he wished to be viewed by posterity.

Jefferson’s Mystery Woman Identified
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When it came to women being federal employees, Jefferson could not see the
light for the lighthouse.

The Difference Greek Makes: Race,
Typos, and the Classics in Thomas
Jefferson’s Notes on the State of
Virginia
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Jefferson quoted in Greek to substantiate a racial hierarchy by linking racial
identity and classical learning, but the Greek in that quotation has been
plagued by errors.

Introducing Artist, Architect,
Collector, and Landscape Designer
George Washington
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While other scholars have catalogued the paintings in Mount Vernon … Manca goes
further to consider why Washington hung certain pictures in particular rooms or
chose not to display others at all.

Touching Sentiment: The Tactility of
Nineteenth-Century Valentines
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Growing increasingly three-dimensional and more ornate with every added layer
of material, sentimental or “fancy” valentines, as they were called, were
harbingers of hope, fondness, and desire.

Thirteen Sent, Ten Received: Account
Books, Valentines, and Social Capital
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Salisbury’s purchases clearly evoke the image of a young man concerned with
meeting the expectations of Worcester’s privileged class.

Winterthur XXX: Searching for early
American erotica

Erotic standards are also historically contingent: what would have raised
eyebrows in the eighteenth century often seems laughably tame, even quaint to
the modern viewer.
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Brothels for Gentlemen: Nineteenth-
Century American Brothel Guides,
Gentility, and Moral Reform
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Brothel guides’ positive descriptions of well-behaved, mannered, self-conscious
brothelgoers suggested that if such genteel, respectable men allowed themselves
to enjoy the sexual pleasures for sale in American cities, then why couldn’t
the reader himself?

Early America’s Guide to Sex:
Aristotle’s Masterpiece

It is not hard to imagine the allure of such a work for readers—modest or
otherwise—for it provided a rare detailed discussion of sex.

Searching for Love and Security across
the Color Line
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Once again abandoned by her husband and afflicted with uncertainty and poverty,
Eunice began to direct her own life…


