
The Sound and Look of Time: Bells and
Clocks in Philadelphia

Not everyone in colonial Philadelphia was pleased about having the hours rung
on the state house bell.

We Won’t Leave Until We Get Some
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In eighteenth-century America, Christmas gift exchange was marked by a powerful
reciprocity: one gave a present and received one back

Reading Time
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Focusing attention on the various “temporal markers” in each text, Weinstein
reveals the ways the novels in her archive unsettle straightforward chronology
and leave time in disarray.

The Trouble With Angels
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A strange and memorable thing. After outpourings of prayer, with the utmost
fervor and fasting, there appeared an Angel, whose face shone like the noonday



sun. His features were those of a man, and beardless; his head encircled by a
splendid tiara; on his shoulders were wings; his garments were white and
shining; his robe reached to his ankles; and about his loins was a belt not
unlike the girdles of the peoples of the East.

An ‘Epidemical Distemper’: Conversion
and Disorder, then and now

https://commonplace.online/article/epidemical-distemper/
https://commonplace.online/article/epidemical-distemper/


As opposing groups fight to defend antagonistic beliefs, their accounts take on
a life of their own, such that the women’s existence becomes most important not
in and of itself but rather as a register of broader cultural struggles.



There Arose Such a Clatter Who Really
Wrote “The Night before Christmas”?
(And Why Does It Matter?)

“It is clear even to my own inexpert eye that the penned inscription “by
Clement C. Moore, A.M.” is not written in Moore’s rather distinctive hand.”

George’s Story: Dolls and the Material
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Culture of Christmas
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The growing popularity of dolls had both ideological and pragmatic roots in the
emerging middle class.

Girls Just Want to Have Fun
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“At ninety dollars, they’re hardly cheap, and their price tag is part of their
appeal. These are not intended to be superficial toys.”

Defining A “Christian Nation”: or, A
Case of Being Careful What You Wish For

Steven K. Green demonstrates how easily the historical inventions of one era
may become the historical facts of another.
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Artificial Light

There’s an honest graft, and I’m an example
of how it works.
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