
Introduction to The History of a French
Louse

The satire’s narrator is a louse who has lived on a series of heads in and
around Paris and been witness to the political maneuverings happening behind
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the scenes of the American Revolution.

Fomenting a Rebellion

As one of my Clemente students once said in class: “Slavery was America’s
original sin, but we’re all still paying for it.”

Divine Dimes: My Adventures Down the
Rabbit Hole of Religious Pulp
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Literature

The lines between high and low culture were blurry in nineteenth-century
America. Dime novels lacked critical acclaim, yet famous authors like Samuel
Clemens readily drew from dime novel conventions.

Who Reads an Early American Book?
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Presented as part of the Special Literature Issue

Can early American books regain such a readership in the twenty-first century?

Reading with Wonder: Encounters with
Moby-Dick
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We are at sea even before the Pequod’s voyage begins.

Flimsy Fortunes: Americans’ old
relationship with paper speculation and
panic
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In the two hundred years between the Revolution and the 1980s, over a dozen
episodes of overextended credit or speculative frenzies grew into full-fledged
financial panics, some followed by years of depression.

A Note on Early American Music Studies:
Introduction to Common-place 13:2

Providing the gamut of contexts for specific musical expressions in America’s
past makes them all the more comprehensible, and conveys an appreciation for
the ubiquitous importance music had for people long before the age of
electronics.
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Art, Violence, and the American
Revolution

Artists seemed to float above (or outside) the fray, but they certainly made
hay in the shadow of the Revolution fixing the public memory of the event and
its cast of characters.

The California Gold Discoveries
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Presented as part of the Special Issue: Money

Even before the confirmation of the gold discoveries—or simultaneously with the
confirmation—the French began to think about the significance of California as
an American possession.

Over the Hill and Out of
Sight: Locating Old Age in Nineteenth-
Century American Culture
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Age-phobic rhetoric is commonplace in American culture, especially as it
relates to women, its history stretching back at least to the second half of
the nineteenth century.


