
Not Even Past: Six Acres and a Mule or
Searching for Vicey Skipwith

Given the facts, fiction and truths, what kind of autobiographical voice could
I craft for the larger text that would establish the narrative provenance of a
surviving pre-Civil War log cabin?

Stuffed into a Parakeet: Speculations
on Alexander Wilson’s “Faithful
Companion,” Specimen MCZ 67853
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His descriptions of Poll were not as a bird in its own habitat, but as his
companion.

Crosses and Gold

https://commonplace.online/article/crosses-and-gold/


There is an interesting map up at Newsweek‘s web site illustrating what the
magazine calls “a surprising correlation between the geographic density of
payday lenders [a.k.a. storefront loan-sharking operations] and the political
clout of conservative Christians.” South Carolina, Alabama, Mississippi,
Tennessee, Utah, and, naturally, Missouri were among the leaders in both
categories, followed by nearby southern and western states. Ironically, the
Christian usury belt roughly tracks with the William Jennings Bryan coalition.

 

This correlation will not come as a surprise to anyone who has driven U.S. 231
through Alabama (Cottondale to Montgomery on our way back to the Midwest from
Tallahassee) or any highway through just about any small city in Missouri.
Evangelical churches and storefront lenders are right up there with convenience
stores and Subway sandwich shops as your most common roadside attractions. In
Alabama, I would throw in BBQ places and pawn shops.

I would not argue that there is any real connection between legal loan-sharking
and evangelicalism, if that is the proper term, but the two phenomena do seem
to depend on similar markets: economically stressed, poorly educated people who
are perhaps a little too trusting or naive in dealing with their local
authority figures, be they payday lenders, preachers, or state legislators.
That last category is probably the key one. If there was some way to make a map
showing “penetration of state government by predatory ‘small business’
interests,” I suspect it would look very much like the one in Newsweek.

 

Comments: 

[…] Correlation between locations of evangelical churches and payday1.
lenders (Publick Occurrences). […]

Pingback by jspot » Blog Archive » Roundup: The Faith Based Economy, a
Harpsichordist, Karl Rove — February 27, 2008 @ 12:47 pm

 

This article originally appeared in issue 8.3 (April, 2008).

Jeffrey L. Pasley is associate professor of history at the University of
Missouri and the author of “The Tyranny of Printers”: Newspaper Politics in the
Early American Republic (2001), along with numerous articles and book chapters,
most recently the entry on Philip Freneau in Greil Marcus’s forthcoming New
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Literary History of America. He is currently completing a book on the
presidential election of 1796 for the University Press of Kansas and also
writes the blog Publick Occurrences 2.0 for some Website called Common-place.

Not Written in Black and White:
American National Identity and the
Curious Color Transformation of Henry
Moss

Presented as part of the special issue: “A Cabinet of Curiosities”

“The fascination of American men of letters with Henry Moss, the African
American seeming to turn white, however, mirrored their denial of the
possibility that whites might turn black.”

The Springfield Somnambulist: Or, the

https://commonplace.online/article/not-written-in-black-and-white/
https://commonplace.online/article/not-written-in-black-and-white/
https://commonplace.online/article/not-written-in-black-and-white/
https://commonplace.online/article/not-written-in-black-and-white/
https://commonplace.online/article/the-springfield-somnambulist/


End of the Enlightenment in America

Presented as part of the special issue: “A Cabinet of Curiosities”

“[G]iven the sorry record of ‘legitimate’ European medicine in the period, a
profession that one historian of medicine recently noted was as likely to kill
a patient as to cure her, it is no surprise that Mesmerism–which at least did
no damage–successfully passed itself off as the cutting edge of Enlightenment
science.”
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First Meetings in the North Pacific:
Russians and “Americans” in the
Aleutians

Presented as part of the Special Issue: Pacific Routes

The mission of the expedition begun for imperial adventure, expansion, and
wealth for Russia in the North Pacific was both an ambitious and an ambiguous
one.

The Transbellum and Traumatic History
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How can acts of periodization produce historical frameworks commensurate to the
vast trauma and shock of the Civil War?

Where’s Wesley?
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Because psalmody was transmitted through a fluid mix of printed books,
manuscript compilations, and oral tradition, hymn tunes and texts were
frequently mixed and matched, and tune names likewise varied.

Digital Encyclopedias and Opportunities

The View from Mount Vernon
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Open Letter

An open letter from Chef Kevin Mitchell to Chef Nat Fuller.
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