Why Institutions Matter

Presented as part of the special Politics Issue

Contingency is in; inexorability is out.

The Haunted Castle: A Connecticut

journalist’s journey into the African
slave trade
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You don’t show up in a predominantly Muslim country during Ramadan and just
start asking questions.

Hard Times: The exhibition

Economic panics are telling historical moments that reveal the structural
complexities of the interdynamics between the global and local.
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Reading for Relevance

Keeping up with the news

Anthony’s Broadway on a Rainy Day
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The stereograph comes to America
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Big Money Comes to Boston

Presented as part of the Special Issue: Money

Entering the world of big money meant encountering the challenges of empire.

Picturesque California
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Presented as part of the Special Issue: “Revolution in Print: Graphics in
Nineteenth-Century America”

“Visions of ineffable beauty and harmony, health and exhilaration of body and
soul, and grand foundation lessons in Nature’s eternal love, are the sure
reward of every earnest looker in this glorious wilderness.”—-John Muir

Following in His Footsteps: A Swiss
Explorer Comes to America

Viewing this rare artifact was a great highlight in a journey that has consumed
my life for the last six years.

French Revolutionary Song for Federal
Philadelphia
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Eighteenth-century French armies marched at one of two tempos.

The End of the War: The Dartmoor
Massacre and a Tainted Peace

As a bleak and miserable winter gave way to a bleak and miserable spring, the
prisoners began to wonder why, if there really was a peace, they had not been
exchanged.
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