Following in His Footsteps: A Swiss
Explorer Comes to America

Viewing this rare artifact was a great highlight in a journey that has consumed
my life for the last six years.

French Revolutionary Song for Federal
Philadelphia
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Eighteenth-century French armies marched at one of two tempos.

The End of the War: The Dartmoor
Massacre and a Tainted Peace

As a bleak and miserable winter gave way to a bleak and miserable spring, the
prisoners began to wonder why, if there really was a peace, they had not been
exchanged.
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The In-Laws

Sitting in a sunlit reading room at the Massachusetts Historical Society, I
pored over letters I knew from genealogical records and internal evidence were
the material remains of a stepfamily.

Legacies
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How do we think about early American legacies today? And should we be thinking
about them at all?

‘Case’ History: A Louisiana Creole
Armoire at Colonial Williamsburg
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One may still hear such wardrobes called “armers” in the Deep South, where they
were ubiquitous in an era before built-in closets and pantries became de

rigeur.

A Raft of Hopes: Sometimes, half a
lesson 1s better than none
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A sophisticated grasp of history is the exception, not the rule.

Race in the Park
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Presented as part of the special issue “Early Cities of the Americas.”

“How did Independence National Historical Park become the location for what may
become the most powerful commemoration of the impact, achievements, and
aspirations of people held in slavery ever built in the United States?”

“Dead Letters—By a Resurrectionist”:
Liberty and Surveillance in the Tombs
of the U.S. Post Office



https://commonplace.online/article/dead-letters-by-a-resurrectionist/
https://commonplace.online/article/dead-letters-by-a-resurrectionist/
https://commonplace.online/article/dead-letters-by-a-resurrectionist/

T
—

THE DEAD-LETTEN CITICE AT WAMISUIUS. —jamcme 9 Teerms B Dios ]

The willy-nilly growth of the nation that had made its postal system a
logistical marvel also required the establishment of a hub to process
misdirected letters.

The Right to Be a Freemason: Secret
Societies and the Power of the Law in
the Early Republic
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Freemasonry and these notions of public and private, legality and illegality,
justice and injustice, have crossed paths more than a few times.



