
Welcome Speech: Chef Kevin Mitchell
imagining the words of Chef Nat Fuller

A twenty-first century chef invites guests to enter the spirit of Nat Fuller’s
1865 Reconciliation Banquet.

One Mississippi: Coloney & Fairchild’s
Ribbon Map of the Father of Waters
(1866)
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Two inches wide and eleven feet long, it mapped, among other things, a reunited
nation.

Tom Paine’s Bridge
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We do not often think of Paine as a revolutionary inventor. But in a very real
sense, that is what he believed himself to be.

The Lion’s Den: Teaching about slavery
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Initially, the students tend to dwell on the explicit message of the
spirituals. They assert that the spirituals focus on another world and
encourage slaves to passively accept their fate . . . Gradually, the classroom
dialogue shifts to the implicit messages.

Poetic Order in Sarah Kemble Knight’s
Journal
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By liberating her thoughts from the space of prose and her account from the
limitations of physicality, Knight can transform the landscape through her
narration, using poetry to “divert” and contain the threat of the unfamiliar.

The Mind of the North in Pictures
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Currier and Ives never intended to produce prints of great value. They sold
their products for as little as fifteen cents and no more than three dollars.
Rather than aspiring to have their work exhibited in the nation’s fine-art
museums and galleries, they sought to have it hung on the walls of America’s
homes, stores, barbershops, firehouses, barrooms, and barns.

Closing the Books
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One can readily understand the ongoing resistance to e-book readers like the
Kindle. Printed books are not only a marvelous technology in their own right
but are rich with lifelong associations… [But textbooks] are rarely regarded as
anything other than databases.

The Founding Fathers and their
Dysfunctional Families: The American
Revolution on the silver screen
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The difficulty of making a good American Revolution movie has something to do
with the challenge of finding a plot for the Revolution that can be arranged in
the form of a family drama.

The Best of Times and the Worst of
Times: Introduction to the “Hard Times”
issue
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The life of the poor … is saturated with market logic, a logic experienced as
the perpetual loss of one’s possessions to the anonymous forces of greater
purchasing power.

Speed Reading in the Archives
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Can less produce more?


