
Debating Freedom of Speech and
Conscience

The “new atheism” derives from a long-established free-thinking tradition in
which Thomas Paine has a key place.

Arizona’s Secret History: When Powerful
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Mormons Went Separate Ways
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The way Arizona Mormons remember their history, they were victims. They endured
persecution and prevailed. From another perspective, they were aggressors.

Reading and Writing Indians

Presented as part of the Special Literature Issue

Natives were eager consumers of the kinds of print ephemera that circulated
throughout New England.

Storybook-keepers: Narratives and
Numbers in Nineteenth-Century America
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Accounting was not an orderly process, but rather a vigorous and open-ended
mixing and remixing of information.

The Other Panic of 1819
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Presented as part of the Special Literature Issue

By 1819, with many thousands of worthless books circulating as inflated
currency, the bankruptcy of a bookseller was a frequent occurrence.

Sex, Vigilantism, and San Francisco in
1856
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Presented as part of the special issue “Early Cities of the Americas.”

“Both the supporters and detractors of the Vigilance Committee claimed to have
not only God and the right, but also ‘the ladies’ on their side.”

Phillis Wheatley’s Pleasures: Reading
good feeling in Phillis Wheatley’s
Poems and letters
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Wheatley does not write about race as a collective and embodied experience.

Josiah Warren’s Labor Notes

A close examination of Josiah Warren’s utopian form of currency.

Rigdon McCoy McIntosh and the Tabor
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McIntosh championed the soprano-led ensemble, softer singing style, proper
enunciation, and a more affected style of performance characteristic of both
liturgical-based denominations such as Episcopalians, Catholics, and Lutherans,
as well as members of polite society.

A Bed Sheet in Beinecke
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“I had seen lots of sheets like this in New England museums but I never
expected to find one in a research library. I was tempted to unfold it to its
full length just to see the reaction of the sober scholars seated at the
polished tables around me.”


