Go East, Young Man: How a drifter from
Revolutionary Connecticut found the
Pacific

Presented as part of the Special Issue: Pacific Routes

Sparks’s Ledyard is thus the supreme romantic hero. His adventures are not
inhibited by worldly concerns or fear of physical suffering; like the ancient
Stoics or the great saints of Christendom, he freely sacrificed himself for
some greater cause.

The Adolescent Equinox
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From the moment we arrived, I could tell I was going to have a hard time making
peace with resort culture.

A House in Vermont, a Caribbean Beach

I sensed the spark of time travel, but even the most vaporous spirits seemed
unable to slip between the apertures of the past and this particular May
evening.



https://commonplace.online/article/a-house-in-vermont-a-caribbean-beach/

Stubborn Loyalists

My sister has a box of extraordinary things such as are not to be seen every
day.

Potent Papers

A THRENAME ISODENT DORINC WOTING. s WARD, ! BT L

Presented as part of the special Politics Issue

Before the secret ballot became the national standard, election ballots were a
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vivid genre of print ephemera.

The Rise and Fall of Relationship
Banking

The early banks were typically established by individuals with common
ties—whether political, social, or commercial in nature.

In this Issue
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Presented as part of the Special Literature Issue

This special issue of Common-place gives us a chance to step back from the
earnest defensiveness that has sometimes characterized early American literary
history and delight publicly in the strange and wonderful books that are our
American legacy.

The Other Charlie Brown
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William Fean's Tand Treaty with the Delaware Dn linng, 1GE3,
Fraim the Painting by Paul Damville.

Presented as part of the Special Literature Issue

What does aligning ourselves with, rather than against, America tell us about
us?

Introduction: Making Sense of Thomas
Paine
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If Paine’s brand of radicalism helped mark the ideological dividing line
between Republicans and Federalists in the 1790s and 1800s, his words have more
recently been appropriated by politicians from across the political spectrum.
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Relic Box

Narrative histories of action make us exceedingly conscious of the sequence of
events over time. But time plays hide and seek in these small fragments.
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