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SATURDAY, AUG. 1, 1=210.
.—-C;LE.\;\[_\H* Pt ‘e LiToR's NO'TE
BOORK.<HANAIL No. 2,

Travelers have ditfored greatly in their
estimates of the elevation of Mauna Kea.
Some ratsing it even to 12,000 feet, while
others reduce it to 13,615, Capt, Wendr,
in 1831, makes it 14,055 feer.
crable discrepaney seems to exist in recard
to Mr. Donglas’s measurements,  In a
letter to a friend in London. dated M
6, 1331, aa’l published with his journal,
he gives Mauna Kea analiitade of 123,251
fect. Mauna Lo 13.517 feet. The ed-
itors of the [awaiian .":]l'. clator, volune 1.
No. 1L, paze 92, quote Donczlas at 13,764
feet for Mauna Kea, 13,170 feet for Man-
na Loa, ¢ 'lie Prassian Chart,” publish-
ed at Potsdam, 1239, eitine Donolas as
authority makes Mauna Kea 13,615 feet,
Mauna Loa 13.250,

Beiny nuexpectedly disappointed in oh-
tainine a barometer, we were 1ot able to
add any seientific measurements to the st
{"i\l' n. ':I-"al hoere a< ot other §5i:1'-‘---.' On onur
route, were nfnli-*wl 10 tlr]lt-}ul upon thoe
dicta of others, or upon snch ealeulations
as coull be obtained from simple compu-
taiions, pacings, loes, &e., which was a
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gource of great vexation to us, alier havine.
as we Nartered onrselves, u]r'.:}i!!l'-:l the
necessary  instroments  for  ascertatnine

!l"ll,"li‘-..('r:u' lr.. the ]'I'i!u'i]‘:ll lll}_irf'h‘ nl'
our trip) and not learning of our disay-
1-.ni.-nnu:.+l. unttl 1t was too late LO reue-
dv it.

"Donslas speaks also of e “apparent
non ditminution of sound.” asbLoine a mat-
ter of astonishiment to him. The case
and with which we heard
voices, and even conversation at long dis-

tistinetness

tances, was frequently noticed by us, also,
the rapidity with which sound was trans-
llliill-t!.

Before ay friends reached the eamp, |
had storeed with our wen, 1o descend the
mouniain, zi ¢ |
tion. They were (qreite benumbed with
cold, and it was not until the sun had been
up some honrs, that they b

noine ina southerly direc-

ceaine sulli-
cliently thawe to procecd with any vivor,
The descent was exeeedinely steep and
toilsome,  This side of the mountain was
nothing but a vast pile of compact vol-
canic rocks. of all sizes, broken in every
variety ol shape, all presentino sharp siles,
and jarsed poiats, and thrown at random
into a loose, shding bed of orave . which
shipping from under onr foet af ove ry s'ep,
endanzered our limbs by the avalanches
of rocks which it carvied with it.  Aftor
a few miles of such slope. the men djs-
covered a sprins of ol sar. eold water, onsl -
Ing out of the mountain. to which we all
hastened, havine Leen upon an allowanee
of that article for the st twenty=four
Il‘lill'f‘. “f‘!'l' thee ONOS lf‘illi.'t'tl
our party.  Mve, C. Lad brousht with him
a handkerehiof filled witly snow, with
which we tarned 100, and had a fine snow
balling, while it lusted, pelting each other
right merrily.  Our Honolula friends pul-
fing and panting with heat and dust. no
doubt would have envied us the OCC -
pation. T'he t]t-l'|i\'i1)' proved equally
steep, the whole wav down, with soil
enough to bear a few grasses, and a small
species of cassia with g vellow  blossom,
Herds of bullocks were frequently seen,
some of which were quite tame. and did
not run natil we approached within pistol
shot, Before reachinge the plain we were
exceedingly annoyed by a strone wind
suddenly springing up, which drove the
sand in dense clouds before it, enttine our
faces and blinding our eyes by its violence,
The plain, bounded by Mauna Kea on the
north, Mauna Loa on the south. and Maa-
na Healalas on the west, and cembracing
nearly a third of 1, superficial extent of

the whole island, appears to have been 1o,

missiner

most persons a ‘terra incognita.”  On|

some of the earlier charts a swamp or mo- | we passed on our left, quite a lake of iﬂ'"l "'"l'l']"i'd “I" If!lwlrl wants ._f"f four
- rass is delineated as oceupying much of | water, but owing to the storm could not months and a half, and now wished

this area, and even to this day it is but
scldom visited, except by bullock-catehers,
[t 1s mosily a table land, gradually swell |
ine from both sides of the island, until it
attains an clevation of four thousand feet,
On the south and cast it s cut up by
streams of lava, apparently of not very ai- |
cicat date, which have flowed from the
adjneent  mountains,.  Nuincrons siall
conical eraters, of  excecdingly regular
shape, and composed of slag and sand,
dot these streams,  As they approach
Manna Kea. vecotation commences, on a

soil composed ol sand and ashes, through
which the volcanic layers oceasionally
show themsclves, but not  frequently
enouch to prevent a tolerable cart-road
from running along by the base of the
monntain.  On this side, the plain, hills,
and small eraters, for many miles are
beantifully diversified with groves of an
clecant laurel, which we noticed no where
clse on the island, or indeed on any other
of the group, It grew in elusters of from
thirty to forty feet in heicht, with sinall dark
oreen leaves, delicate white | lossoms. and
branches that nearlv swont the oround,
Thewr foliace formed a rraceful dome. -
]n-r\irnh to the sin . while ben ath was a
creen sward, free from all underbrush,
Upon the whole the v woere decidedly the
]‘l'l'“i"“t trees that we mot on the sland.
'I‘lll' !Pl:!iil |" b l:\ ever :U lll il l '=
tile, or of any value to the asriculturist, |
being like a sponee, <o porous that water
cannot remain upon i, !
After leaving the mountain we travel-
ed ut a rapid rate for nine miles. the lat-
ter part throuzh a dreivine rain, until we
reached a bullock-eatehers hut, Tt wasa
mere temporary shclier, thrown up by them
while in thetr hunting exeursions, but it
proved a welecome haven to us, Havine
built a fire. dried our clothes, and stpped
on pork, which by this time had become
quite lively. we nd down upon a hed of
leaves, and evioyed a sound nivht’s rest.
July 3" eat five o’clock., Therm-
ometer 42 Ntarted our natives  iimme-
diately, A mile’s more travelinge s, s, k..
carrted us elear of the Lawrel trees. and
we foand oursclves upon one of those
me'adamized  tracts of  Hawail. velept
“elhiukers)” or, in other words. voleanie
streams. which in eooling have split, eracli-
ed, tumbled, and burst into every jageed
and brregnlar shape of whieh pature is ca-
;-:lirlr'. Here eame the tue of war for our
shoes, which soon gave oat, but having
four };lii' anicee 1 oour bavca e, we re-
oursclves, and hastencd on.  The
natives wore sanduls made of vaw hides.
whicli requiring coutinual renewing, ereat-
Iy Ilt'l'I“,l i our prozress,  However, the
celinkers™ were interspersed  with some
tracis ol simoother lava. whieh at any other
tire we should have thousht Lo cuourh,
but now proved a most azrecable ehanee
from their roucher neichbors,  We oecne-
sionally eame upon wild geese, which wore
very tamne, and met with abundance of
ratn water in the hollows of the rocks.
At one o'clock we reached a tract of
“elinkers™ two miles across, which was
the very “blackness of desolation  itself,
Just imagine the slag from all the forges
and glass factories which have been in ex-
istence sinee the commencement of time,
dropped in masses from the size of a small
house to that of a marble, upon a plain
like this: every mass being all points,
every point sharp and cracged, and alj
uppermost, and you can form some faint
idea of this highway.,  After pitching,
twisting and tumbline over it, for two
hours, to the unminent danger of our
necks, and dislocation of our ancles, we
came to better footing,  We were now
erossing the castern spur of Mauna Lon,
through a forest of dwarf ohia trees,  T'he
rain, which had becu lowering all the
morning, now began to pour, and soon |
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thoroughly drenched us. At four o'clock

stop to examine it. At five having found

|
a cave, we concluded to encamp for the

night, having been on foot twelve hours,
thoueh owing to the badness of the road.
we had not advanced more than fifteen
miles,  The cave was but three feet high,
and a couple of rods in depth,  The rain
had leaked through on to the floor, leaving
us the choice only between wet or wetter
around.  However, having erawled in.
we soon  disposed of oursclves for the
nizht, with the consoling prospect of hav-
e a cold or thenmatisin to accompany
< the remainder of the trip. Nearcely
had we got asleep, when we were awalien-
ed all but suffoeated with smoke ; jump-
ing up we found our natives had made a
firc of wet wood at the mouth of the cave.
and were coolly sitting at the windward,
and sceing us gasping Yor breath, The
way natives and fire brands went ont of
the eave will prove a caution to them not
to attempt to convert any future travelers
into bacon.  Lying down azain, we pas-
sed a tolerable nizht, and awoke in the
morning with merely a soreness in our
limbs, which excreise soon wore off, At
this heisht, five thousand feet, the Therm-
ometer was 3=, indicating a low averace
temperature for this region ; such being
the cold of a Ju!y Morning.

SHIPWRECKED JAPANERE,
[Taving been requested to prepare séme
account of the unfortunate Japanese who
were diiven in a gale from their own

country and brouczht to these islands in

the fadl of 1=39. 1 will attempt to comply, |

thoush 1 have to regret that T have but
few facts at command respecting themn,
and these mostly of a general character,
This scareity of facts is owing to two
causes, 1, "The imperfeet medinm of eom-
munication while those men were with
me s and, 2. It did not occur to me, that
it would ever devolve on me to give an
account of them to the Illl'llif‘. sl o
think, I have the general outline of their
history and what has befallen them: and
can give it with some degree of aceuraey,
This work I shall do 1m0st cheerfally, if 1
can thereby subserve the eause of human-
ity by coulerring a favor on thiese un-
lortunates,

I would just remark here, that where 1
shall try to eapress Japanese names by
Enclish letters, the vowels will cenerally
have the sonund which they have in Eu-
ropean languazes: i, e, a in name or e in
et 3@ as £ machiae : o is both lone and
shorty and w does not differ from the gen-
cral sound of the same letter in Enulish.
In !n'unntlm'i'n': words of two !-_\”:llllq-s'_
!Ilf‘_\ L:t-iu'luil_\ accent the last: in waords
of more syilables, they aceent the last but
one. I this respect, they doubtless ye-
scmble the Chinese, and perliaps other
neizhboring nations,

My first interview with three of the
Japanese was on the 12th of Oet, 1239,
I had been absent from my dwelling, and
on returning perceived a erowd in the
house and about the door,  On enterine.
I had not time to learn the cause which
had drawn them together, when T saw
three men, of the general appearance of
the Chinese, but more tawny, sitting bhe-
for me, apparently in a humble posture,
and bowing still more humbly ; each, at
every bow, carrying both hands over his
knees 1l he touched his feet.  These
bows were often repeated Who  are
these visitors ? | enquired ; and was soon
informed by Capt. Catheart of the whale-
ship James Loper, who was present, that
they were three of seven Japunese, whom
he had taken from the wreek of a larize
junk ol perhaps 150 or 200 tons, on the
Gth of June. The other four had been
disposed of on board other whaleships
which were to land them at Qalu. Capt.

‘sometimes hung up in the apartment they

[Avcusy,
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Catheart had kindly taken care of th_e;e

leave them at this place,

From the loz book of the Obed Miteh.
ell, a ship which was near when q),
James Loper fell in with the unfortunate
wreck, by the kindness of Capt. Ray, |
learned more definitely the place where
they met with them. It was in nopy
lntitude 30 degrees, and east long. 174
dearees : about half way between the ..
land of Japan and the Sandwich Tslands,
When all their moveable property wg;
transfcerred  to the whaleship, the junk
was sct on fire : and it is due to the King.
ness and generosity of Capt, C,, a gener-
osity often met with among seafaring men.
10 stafe, that not utl'_V were these sllf“'l't'rs
provided with food and necessary clot),.
ing, but so far as I eould learn, were land-
ed here, with all the moveable property
they had saved, including a considerable
amount of money, gold and silver, coined
in shape of parallelozrams, all which, oy
their escapine the wreek, was put into
1]“1 care nl'(';lpl. C.. but none was re-
served by way of compensation,

I had never before seen a Japanese,
Such was the ease with most who woere
present.  Of eourse the sight of these men
awakened no little curiosity, We wishied
to know what strance events had befallen
them @ and to learn some thing about their
country from which the people of ull
othier nations woere ul‘:-:-m;;lly t‘Xt_‘IlHlt'(I.
[T addressed them in English ; but thougl
they had been four and a Lalf months on
board the ship, they had picked up but
little of our tongue.  Others spoke to
them in Hawaiinn —the first time. of
course, that they had heard such sounds:
others talked loud that they might over-
come what scemed like deafness.  Hay-
ing understood, however, that the written
lancuaces of the Chinese and Japancse
were the same, we called in the aid of g
chinaman, who couid ¢peak some English,
and who ecarricd on conversation with
them, with as profound silence as the deaf
and duamb do their intercourse,  He wrote
our interrogatories, which the oldest of
the Jupanese read carefully, and deeasion-
ally with much hesitation, and then wrote
his reply.  Many of the written charac-
ters are the same in both nations: aud
cach nation has many that arc peculiar
(o itself,  Still each may perhaps under-
stand some of the characters peculiar to
the other. The Japancse and Chii ese,
like the Hebrews, in their writing and
printing, bheein at the last end of the book.
and turn back to what an Enelishman
would call the beainning,  The Hebrews
however, write their lines horizontally,
while the Chinese and Japanese proceed in
perpendicalar lines from the top to the
bottom. "T'he amount of information. how-
ever, gained during this interview, res
peeting these men, was small, 1 learned
more by ineidental and repeated convers
sations aflterward.

The oldest of these men, by the name
of Hesliero, was called among them. “the
old man.,”  He might be fifty vears of
age. was of a spare habit, and rather small
in stature.  Ile was by far the most man-
h character amongr them., and f][l]'wn]'l'l'l 10
be very kind and conscientions,  He lad

Inlh'-mh'tl most to the schools of their conn-
ry, was probably the most skilled in their
written language and was always employed
i writing with a brush and India ink,
except when he could do something to
(make himsell useful to us, He lad,
doubtless, been a model of industry, Ile
seemed also to be the most devoted 1o
the idolatry of his country——had an idol,
‘which was nothing more than a gilded
human figure on a cloth like velvet, This
was rolled up and enclosed, with a strivg
of beads, in a wooden box, which was

occupied—sometimes in our house ; and
from its being missing at certain seasons,
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